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A Word from Your Editor 

Safety Notice
During article development, firearm testing, training, and participating in shooting 

activities, Junior Shooters insists that all juniors are supervised by an adult and follow 
NRA-approved safety rules. In addition, the taking of photographs must always be 
accomplished in a safe manner. Any photographs taken in which the camera is in 
front of the firing line, or what would be the firing line, are made using a remote 
camera.

Warning:
Readers:  Be advised that there may be products represented in this magazine as to 
which the sale, possession, or interstate transportation thereof may be restricted, 
prohibited, or subject to special  licensing requirements.  Prospective purchasers 
should consult the local law enforcement authorities in their area.  All of the 
information in this magazine is based on the personal experience of individuals who 
may be using specific tools, products, equipment, and components under particular 
conditions and circumstances, some or all of which may not be reported in the 
particular article and which this magazine has not otherwise verified.  Nothing herein 
is intended to constitute a manual for the use of any product or the carrying out of 
any procedure or process.  This magazine and its officers, authors, consultants, and 
employees accept no responsibility for any liability, injuries, or damages arising out 
of any person’s attempt to rely upon any information contained herein. All shooting 
photos were taken under adult supervision and photos taken from in front of the 
firing line were done via remote camera.

Please check out the article on page 17 titled Fear on the 
Range written by an anonymous junior shooter. This is the 
subject for my editorial this issue so you may want to go read 
the article before you continue reading my editorial. Please 
NOTE that the individual teaching the class was the assistant 
instructor in the article and is NOT typical of the normal, well-
trained instructor. In fact, I have never heard of any firearms 
or hunting instruction as bad as this! Parents and juniors, you 
should know that you should be comfortable and feel safe 
going to any instruction by a certified NRA firearms, IHEA, or 
Fish & Game hunting instructor. They do an outstanding job 
and provide safety and hunting instructions to thousands of 
people.

I was angry, upset, and very concerned when I found out 
about the situation referred to in the article. When I actually 
read the article that was submitted to me, I was even more 
concerned. I followed up with the author’s mother, and I was 
still frustrated.

Based on the information in the article, I feel the individual 
should at least be reassigned to a position in which they can 
not jeopardize public safety. As of the printing of this issue, 
supervisors have met with the individual. The area director 
assured me that safety is always their number one concern 
and that he really appreciated the mother’s call and her 
meeting with him about her concerns. He did feel the clinic 
was still a success, and they did receive positive feedback 
from a number of people. He has an open phone line for any 
and all safety concerns.

Juniors, and parents, too, if you are at a range at any time, 
regardless if it is a training session, shooting match, or as a 
spectator and you see an unsafe condition, such as a person 
who is downrange of the firing line, it is your responsibility 
to call, “CEASE FIRE!” Everyone is a range officer when it 
comes to safety. Unsafe conditions should be reported to the 
range officer and match director. If you still feel it is unsafe, 
you should leave – immediately! SAFETY should always be 
the number one priority when it comes to shooting. The first 
thing you should do when touching a firearm is to clear it. 
This is even true if someone has just cleared it before you and 
shown you the chamber is clear. If the magazine is detachable, 
detach it. Lock the bolt open and make sure the chamber is 
clear. If the firearm is a revolver, then open the cylinder and 
spin it around, more than once, and make sure the cylinder 
is completely clear. Oh, one other thing. Make sure while 
you are doing this that the muzzle is always pointed in a safe 
direction. A safe direction not only means not pointed at 
a person, but also pointed in a direction that if there is an 
accidental discharge the bullet cannot go through something 
and result in an injury.

Shoot safe and have fun.

Range Etiquette and Safety
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Progressive Position Pistol (PPP) appears to be a well-kept 
secret or a misunderstood opportunity for coaches to prepare 
junior athletes for Olympic pistol sports. 

The USAS National Pistol Coach, Sergey Luzov, is on the hunt 
for junior pistol shooters who aspire to make the US National 
Pistol Team and compete in the Olympic Games and other 
world championships. The future pipeline of high potential 
Olympic pistol athletes (especially women/girls) is down to a 
trickle, which jeopardizes our ability to dominate the Olympic 
pistol events and win medals for the US in the future.

The PPP program is intended to introduce young pistol 
shooters to competitive pistol shooting and give them 
a natural progression into the Junior Olympic pistol 
competitions sponsored by USA Shooting (USAS) and the 
conventional pistol competitions sponsored by the National 
Rifle Association of America (NRA). 

USA Shooting recognizes the need to get youth involved in 
competitive shooting at a younger age. One of the problems 
is that most air guns are too heavy for smaller, younger 
shooters. The PPP program creates an opportunity for youth 
to begin at an earlier age. There is no minimum age limit. How 
early a youth starts shooting pistol depends on the youth’s 
ability to hold and shoot an air pistol safely as determined by 
an experienced pistol coach. Also, any person may compete 
in Progressive Position Pistol until December 31 of the year of 
his or her 20th birthday. 

The Progressive Position Pistol Program is designed to 
‘progressively’ develop junior pistol athletes from supported 
positions to the Olympic one-handed, unsupported shooting. 
PPP gives the junior athlete the opportunity to focus on and 
learn the foundational pistol skills with the opportunity to 
participate in competitions. This develops confidence, skills, 
and knowledge at an early age. 

The PPP match competition is a precision pistol event. 
Multi-shot pistols may be used, but only a single pellet may 
be loaded at any given moment. The pistols must be .177 
caliber (4.5 mm) and use compressed air or compressed, non-
flammable gas (such as CO2) for propellant.

The PPP program allows juniors to participate with 
minimal expense for equipment and ammunition. Similarly, 
ranges can be set up in any large room that has a minimum 
of  43 feet in length (33 feet from firing point to target and 
approximately 10 feet behind the firing point for shooters 
and range officers/coaches). Conference rooms, some 
schoolrooms, gymnasiums, student activity centers, some 
climate-controlled warehouses, etc., make excellent starting 
ranges.

Have You Tried

By: Michael Theimer  
Photos by: Dawn Faught 
Republished Courtesy of Kati McGinty, USA Shooting

There are three categories of competitors in the Progressive 
Position Pistol Program. They are defined by the shooting 
position used by the competitor. They are:

Basic Supported
Minimum age: None (depends on the youth’s ability to hold 

and shoot an air pistol safely as determined by an experienced 
pistol coach).

Maximum age: Thirteen.
The rules of the Basic Supported are written very broadly, 

so coaches can progress athletes incrementally within the 
position without being forced to go to the next position 
before they are ready. The athlete may be seated or standing, 
one or two hands on the grip. 

Firm supports can include sandbags, kneeling rolls, etc., as 
well as any rest made of wood, plastic, etc., that can firmly 
support the butt of the pistol and the shooter’s  hands safely. 
Firm supports should be adjusted for height to ensure an 
upright posture and level head position of the shooter.

Coaches should encourage athletes to progress to a one-
handed position as soon as they can safely do so.

Standing Supported
Minimum age: None (depends on the youth’s ability to hold 

and shoot an air pistol safely as determined by an experienced 
pistol coach).

Maximum age: Fifteen.
Athlete must stand, using one hand on the pistol grip. The 

T Stand provides counterbalance support between elbow 
and muzzle. The competitor’s shooting arm must be fully 
extended, with the sights at eye level.

The T Stand provides an infinitely variable amount of support 
of the pistol’s weight and balance without totally dampening 
the shooter’s movement. By design, it also provides a large 
range of adjustable vertical height so that the shooter can 

Progressive Position Pistol?
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Have You Tried maintain proper body, head, arm, and wrist position.
The link below contains plans for building a simple, 

affordable version of the T Stand:
w w w.usashoot ing .org /downloads/Z%20PPP%20

Counterbalance%20T%20Stand.pdf
International (One-Handed) 
Standing
Suggested Minimum age: Thirteen (If parent, coach, and 

physician agree a younger athlete is ready, this may be 
waived.) 

International air pistol rules apply. Unsupported standing 
with one hand on the pistol grip.

Coaches should encourage their athletes to progress to 
standing supported and then to one-handed, unsupported 
standing as they become proficient with basic skills and their 
hands are large and strong enough to do so safely.

Coaches should attempt to help athletes obtain pistols 
that are appropriately sized and weighted for juniors. USAS 
currently sells the Air Arms Alpha Proj at a special discount 
for members and affiliated clubs ($525). USAS also provides 
a special discount for the purchase of the Pardini K10 ‘Kids’ 
target air pistol ($895). Affiliated clubs can purchase these 
air pistols through the delayed payment plan. Both air pistols 
are featured in our online store. Specific details of each pistol 
can be found on the USAS website: www.usashooting.org/
youthPistol.php

Coaches are encouraged to take advantage of the many 
opportunities to learn and develop their skills and learn 
effective techniques for working with young people. Coach 
certification and training is available through the NRA/
USA Shooting/CMP Coach Education Program. Detailed 
information is available at: www.nrahq.org/education/
training/coaching/index.asp

USAS will subsidize pistol coach certification courses with a 
minimum of six adults/participants that will start up and/or 

maintain a PPP program.
For more information about USAS junior shooting programs, 

visit the following web page: www.usashooting.org/youth.
php  for the Youth Programs Overview,

www.usashooting.org/youthPistol.php  for pistol which 
includes PPP rules, T Stand construction plans, and 
competition information. 

For more information contact Michael Theimer at michael.
theimer@usashooting.org.

Left: Standing position. Above: Standing Supported. 
Bottom: Basic supported using a rest and shooting from 

the sitting position.
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Caldwell Junior Trap Shooting

By: Andy Fink and Phillip Barrus (14)

T     hough the competitive shotgun sports have been 
active in Idaho, competition trap events for juniors 

have been very limited. This spring, the Caldwell Gun Club 
started formulating a plan to have regular junior trap team 
competitions in Idaho. The first competitive team match took 
place on Saturday, May 14, 2011. It was open to juniors 12 
to 18 from beginners on up. Numerous team and individual 
trophies were given out, and lunch was provided as part of 
the match.

The event went off extremely well with seven teams from 
around the area: Caldwell, Garden Valley, Fruitland, Indian 
Valley, Boise, and from Oregon: Ontario, and Baker. There 
were a total of 34 participants.  Trap shooting is a national and 
international shotgun sport in which participants shoot clays 
from five different positions. The clay birds are thrown out of 
a trap house from different directions: left, front, and right. It 
is a fun sport, but challenging. It is an Olympic sport for which 
many young people strive such as five-time Olympian (next 
summer in London) Kim Rhode is known.

Phillip Barrus (14) said this about the event: “It’s great that 
Idaho is finally putting together a youth shooting program! 
I’ve traveled to many other states shooting trap, and their 
junior involvement was by all means impressive. Neighboring 

states like Montana, Utah, Nevada, Washington, Oregon, and 
Wyoming all have programs to support juniors. Back in the 
Midwest, trap and skeet are even school affiliated sports! 
I hope someday Idaho will do the same. Trap shooting is a 
great sport that can be done for a lifetime. I have never seen 
an 80-year-old playing football or basketball, but it’s quite 
common to see people in their late 80s still shooting! It opens 
up great opportunities like travel, scholarships, and great 
friendships. And now with the help of all the great people 
that put together this shoot hopefully we can get involved. 
I want to thank everybody who supported and participated 
in this shoot to help spread trap shooting for juniors. And to 
all the people who have never tried it, you should definitely 
come out! Shooting is tons of fun, and you learn great life 
skills.”

Since this first event, there have been three associated 
junior matches: two in Caldwell and one in Ontario, Oregon. 
Sportsman’s Warehouse and Cabela’s both donated prizes for 
the events. If you are a junior in Idaho and want to compete 
on a team, you might want to contact the Caldwell Gun Club 
as they are trying to arrange for other matches throughout 
the state.

Caldwell Gun Club
Nicky Adams 208-278-5119, 208-740-4113

Sandy Anthony 208-473-9668 raesaa@gmail.com

Check out www.juniorshooters.net/articles/
caldwelljuniortrap2011 for more photos.
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Stag Arms 
Model 3

By: Duncan Dye (13)

I was able to use the Stag Arms Model 3 AR-15 with the 
Diamondhead upper at the MGM Ironman. It was brand new 
in the case when we got it from Junior Shooters magazine 
who sponsored me for the 2011 MGM Ironman. We went to 
the range and sighted/broke it in.

When you break in a precision rifle, you shoot one round 
and clean it, and you do that three times. You do the same 
thing for two rounds and three rounds, three times each. You 
then shoot five rounds and clean it, twice. We cleaned the 
barrel using a .22 caliber brass jag with a cleaning patch on 
it covered with Sweets 762 copper solvent.  Then you use 
dry patches until they come out white before you repeat 
this process. By doing this, you make sure there won’t be 
any copper leading in the barrel and the lands and grooves 
are seated properly. (Editor’s Note: Though I usually do this 
and recommended it, there is some controversy about this 
process. Google “breaking in a new gun barrel,” and you will 
see articles relating to this. Some gun barrel manufacturers 
will say this is not necessary and only causes more wear on 
the barrel life. They also say that many barrels are ruined by 
using incorrect cleaning rods. I recommend you go through 
this process or the one recommended by Badger Barrels www.
badgerbarrelsinc.com if possible.)

To sight the rifle in, we used American Eagle 62-grain bullets 
which were what we were going to use at the MGM Ironman 
for the longer-range steel (400 yards). We adjusted the scope 
I was using so that it was dead-on at 200 yards. With that 
scope we adjusted the crosshairs in ½ inches, or ½ minutes 
per click, so that it was zeroed with windage and 2 inches high 
at 100 yards. This way the sight was set for both close-range 
and long-range targets.

My dad bought .223 Snap-Caps so we could practice 
shooting and clearing jams in our own home. The drill that 
this worked on is a class one fail-to-feed which requires a tap/
rack procedure. First you tap the bottom of the magazine to 
seat it-then rack the bolt to clear the jam. The most common 
reason for this jam is when the magazine is not seated 
properly. This helped me the one time I had a jam, which was 

when I hadn’t seated the magazine correctly on Stage 8 of the 
MGM Ironman.

I shot at targets that were anywhere from 1 yard away 
to 400 yards away. My dad helped me with this by setting 
two half-size silhouettes at 3 feet away so that I could find 
where I needed to aim due to the “sight height.” This is the 
distance from barrel to the scope (about 2 inches).  I was able 
to compensate by using the bottom of the large circle in the 
reticle of my scope. This made the bullets impact almost to 
the point of aim at less than 15 yards.

My dad and I went to shoot the rifle one final time.  We 
tried to see who could get the smallest group at 100 yards. 
It ended up being my dad with a 5-shot group at 2 inches, 
and mine was 5 inches. We used American Eagle 55-grain, full 
metal jacket (FMJ) which worked better than the American 
Eagle 62-grain FMJ, and 62-grain Federal Premium Tactical 
Bonded Law Enforcement ammunition.  We shot the groups 
from the prone position using sandbag rests. It was really hot 

Duncan shooting the Stag Arms Model 3 by the barricade 
at Stage 5 at the 2011 MGM Ironman. 
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Stag Arms 
Model 3

Stag Arms Model 3 AR-15 has picatinny rails, an adjustable 
stock, and excellent collapsible iron sights. Sling is a Viking 
Tactics sling provided by Brownells. The 30-round magazine 
is from Brownells as well. The scope is a Swarovski Z6i 
1-6X24 illuminated scope which is one of best all-around  
3-Gun scopes in the world. Ammunition from Black Hills 
Ammunition. The scope mount is a WARNE RAMP scope 
mount which provides an additional small picatinny rail on 
both sides.

Right: Stag Arms 
Diamondhead collapsible 
rear sight is standard on 
the Stag-15 Model 3. I 
really liked this sight.

Left: Stag Arms 
Diamondhead 

collapsible front sight 
is just as nice as the 
rear sight. The post 
is very small making 
accuracy a matter of 
the shooter and not 

the equipment.

Duncan at Stage 10 of the 2011 MGM Ironman shooting 
the dueling tree at 100 yards from the top of the wooden 

bunker.

 

that day, over 100, and we noticed that the first few rounds 
were right next to each other but started to spread out as 
the barrel got hotter. (Editor’s note: On a cooler day, after the 
Ironman competition, waiting 20 seconds between shots, we 
were able to get sub 1-inch Minute-Of-Angle (MOA) which is 
what is to be expected out of a Stag Arms rifle. Ammunition 
used was 55-grain FMJ Black Hills Ammunition.)

If there was one thing that I didn’t like about the rifle, it was 

the stock. It has a raised lip at the front of the stock that keeps 
you from getting a good cheek weld, and it bites your cheek as 
you fire the rifle. The stock has six different positions allowing 
3-½ inches of adjustment in just over ½-inch increments.  This 
allows the rifle to adjust to fit almost anyone.  I liked this 
about the stock and the fact that it moved easily. 

My dad put a Lewis Machine Tool (LMT) stock on in place 
of the original.  It provided a much better cheek weld and did 
not have the lip at the front of the stock.  This made it a little 
easier to charge the weapon because you did not catch your 
fingers on the lip, and it did not hit you in the cheek while 
firing.  The LMT buttstock also has a soft rubber butt pad that 
keeps the stock from sliding on your shirt like the hard plastic 
stock does.  The downfall of the LMT buttstock was that it was 
harder to adjust due to the much tighter fit to the buffer tube. 

The trigger pull was as smooth as a custom AR-15 that I have 
fired with a buffed-out trigger.  It was a short pull and reset 
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Above: Duncan on Stage 1 at 2011 MGM Ironman 
standing on a platform with the STAG-15 Model 3 rifle 
sticking through a noose. Above right: A close-up of 
the Stag-15 Model 3’s forearm and short picatinny side 
rails.

Above: Duncan on Stage 3 of the Ironman shooting the 
Stag-15 Model 3 from the tower. Below: Duncan with 
his “Junior Shooters” magazine hat and Rudy Project 
shooting glasses.

• ATK Federal Ammunition
• Black Hills Ammunition
• Brownells
• GLOCK
• Rudy Project
• Stag Arms
• Swarovski
• WARNE Scope Mounts
• 3-Gun Gear

quickly for the next shot.  Once I learned not to release the 
trigger and use the trigger reset properly, it helped.  I was able 
to get a quicker, more accurate follow-up shot when using this 
method.  I did not have to reset my finger to the trigger or pull 
out all the slack for the next shot.  My dad taught me about 
this, and it works just as well with my GLOCK 17.  I really liked 
how the trigger pull was shorter and very smooth so I was less 
likely to jerk it between shots. 

The Model 3 comes standard with a 16-inch barrel and is 
chrome lined with a 1/9 twist.  It was chambered in 5.56 NATO 
and had an A3 forged-aluminum upper receiver. It comes with 
the new Diamondhead V-RS standard hand guard, a plastic 
gun case, manual, and a magazine.  The one I received had 
three VR single, short-rail attachments to add accessories 
such as lights or bipods and three short bumper sections to 
raise the hand guard up the level of the short rail sections.  
Mine also came with the new Diamondhead combat sights.  
I like the look of the sights but have not had the chance to 
use them at this point due to the Swarovski Z6i scope that 
is mounted on my gun and was provided by Junior Shooters 
magazine.

If you want a very good scope for your money, the 
Swarovski Z6i 1-6x24 is an expensive but awesome optic. It 
costs about $2,200, but you will be glad you bought it. I used 
the illuminated circle-dot reticle for the MGM Ironman and 
it worked great.  I was able to engage targets from 6 feet to 
400 yards accurately.  I sighted it in for dead-on at 200 yards 
and was able to engage 6-inch plates easily from 50 yards to 
200 yards with no adjustment.  I was hitting IPSC flag targets 
at 400 yards and hitting the 8-inch center at least half of the 
time. 

The Z6i stayed zeroed throughout the Ironman. The huge 
slide on one of the stages had caused a lot of people to drop 
their rifles and their scope would hit the ground. When you 
hit the bottom of the slide, you hit the ground going very fast 
so it is a jarring thud and it will knock some scopes loose. This 
did not occur with my Swarovski Z6i. This is a great scope 
for short to midrange shooting, especially for a competition 
like the MGM Ironman that not only tests your abilities, but 
the abilities of your equipment.  I would put my trust in this 
Swarovski.

The Stag Arms Model 3 is a very reliable rifle because I 
used it in the wind and rain, and the only jam it had was my 
fault because I had not seated the magazine all the way.  It 
also held up in the wear and tear from the MGM Ironman.   
There were several rifles that could not withstand the abuse.  
I recommend the Stag Arms Model 3 AR-15 to any shooter, 
whether they shoot for fun or for competition.  

Many thanks go to our sponsors for helping us with 
Duncan’s shooting gear:
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By: Casey Lutz  (12)

“Jim, the light bulb in our closet has burned out. Can you 
replace it?” Another “honey-do” from my wife.   Well, I better 
get it done so I can do the things I want to do today.  I get the 
step ladder from the garage and take the old bulb out to see 
what size it is.  I return to the garage to get another bulb, and 
while I’m there my daughter Jennifer stops by and asks if we 
can watch Little Jim so she can shop in peace.  Little Jim is 
four and a dynamo of energy; and that energy is something I 
really enjoy, for a measured amount to time.  He goes racing 
into the house as I catch up on a little news with Jennifer.  We 
finish, and I get my light bulb and return to the bedroom to 
install the new bulb.

When I reach the bedroom, I find, to my horror, Little Jim 
sitting on the floor with my pistol!  How did he get it? It was 
on the top shelf in the closet in its factory box.  He must have 
climbed the ladder and brought it down.  How did he manage 
to unsnap the catches on the box? They are pretty hard to 
undo.  

I gently retrieve the firearm from him.  I pull back the 
slide, or at least tried to. It won’t budge.  My mind is racing 
a hundred miles an hour!  I had it loaded and he had tried to 
fire the gun!  Oh, my!  I basically collapsed to the floor next to 
Little Jim.  All I could think about was what DIDN’T HAPPEN, 
and how my family would have been changed forever and 
how I wouldn’t have wanted to live.

After I calmed down a little, I started thinking about how 
Little Jim isn’t big enough to fire the gun, so what happened?  
Since it was now inoperable (explained below,) I asked him to 
show me what he had done.  I handed him the firearm, and 
he took it and maneuvered it until he had both hands around 
the butt and both thumbs on the trigger - WITH THE MUZZLE 
POINTED STRAIGHT AT HIMSELF!    Once again, I could only 
think about what didn’t happen.

The above story is based on a reported real situation with 
the names changed.

So why didn’t the horrible event occur?  It was because 
the firearm was protected with the Safety Bullet, from Safety 
Bullet, LLC.  A Safety Bullet, when fired in a semiautomatic or 
revolver, will lock up the firearm.  There will be some muzzle 
blast, so it is still important not to point the firearm at anything 
that can be harmed.  You can find out more about the Safety 
Bullet at www.safetybullet.com.  I recommend you do.

This column is about safety.  I hope that you can easily see 
that the real person in this story had several protections in 
place but that the first one was surpassed by a single event, 
a ladder that enabled a youngster access to the firearm box.  
Young folks can move a lot faster than we often expect them 
to.  Surprisingly to the owner, the youngster was able to 
open the box and was even “creative” enough to fire the gun, 
apparently not at their face.  The final protection, the Safety 
Bullet, was successful.  

The best protection is unloaded and locked up.  But for 
anyone who desires to have a loaded firearm in an accessible 
location - at home, in a vehicle, etc. - the protection of the 
Safety Bullet is one option to seriously consider. I am.

Firearms Safety

By: Larry Haley

The Safety Bullet
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By: An Anonymous Junior Shooter

I was so excited to attend a Women’s Hunting Clinic under 
the guidance of a governmental regulatory agency, the 
agency responsible for educating hunters on safety. The 
schedule for the clinic was outstanding. Each participant had 
an opportunity to attend any four stations, including archery, 
rifle, shotgun, field-dressing game birds, compass and GPS 
skills, and field-dressing big game.  

My mom and I were the only ones in our rifle group of six 
that had been through our state’s hunter safety program. 
There was very little firearms safety explained at the 
beginning. They reviewed the first four rules. I don’t think the 
other four women knew anything about rifles. Our morning 
began standing next to a shooter shooting a .50-caliber rifle 
under a metal roof. This needed to stop. He needed to stop. 
We needed to move or we needed double hearing protection. 
My mom did not like what was going on and spoke up. The 
instructors then moved us away from him. Mom and I doubled 
up on our hearing protection. 

The lead instructor displayed the firearm and muzzled 
the other instructor. KEEP THE MUZZLE POINTED IN A SAFE 
DIRECTION. 

The lead instructor muzzled another shooter on the range 
who was changing targets. ONLY POINT THE MUZZLE AT 
SOMETHING WHEN YOU INTEND TO TAKE A SHOT.

The assistant instructor felt it was important for the women 
to actually feel the weight of her personal firearm compared 
to the lead instructor’s firearm. As she handed the rifle to 
me, my mom’s eyes popped out of her head because the 
bolt was closed and had not been checked. In seeing my 
mom’s expression, the instructor grabbed it back to show me 
the chamber was checked, but my mom’s eyeballs popped 
again because there was a loaded magazine attached. The 
instructor said it was okay because the chamber was empty. 
This should not be! She was passing this firearm around a 
group of people completely unfamiliar with rifles or safety 
rules, and her finger was on the trigger! UNLOAD FIREARMS 
WHEN NOT IN USE. 

She repeatedly replaced targets while the range was hot. 
At our home range, we have safety rules. The range is cold 
before crossing the red line and walking toward the targets.

My mom would not shoot until the assistant instructor put 
on eye protection. The instructor was a bit perturbed that 
she had to put on safety glasses. She was still only using foam 
earplugs despite the .50-caliber being fired.

A small group of shooters brought their guns and equipment 
to a bench near us, but after some whispering and pointing at 
us, they grabbed their gear and left.  

The instructors were extremely down on semi-automatic 
firearms, so much so that they were knowingly or unknowingly 
giving blatantly wrong information.  Also, one instructor 
was giving missinformation about a 7mm-08 rifle vs. a .243 
and said the 7mm-08 has less recoil. This is totally wrong 
information to give someone who wants a deer rifle with the 
lowest recoil possible. 

My mom tried to soften the damage to us as AR shooters 
and try to get them to agree that shooting a pronghorn 
antelope with an AR-15 and 70-grain bullet might be okay. 
Oh, my goodness, they did not like that and laughed that 
maybe it was appropriate for a coyote. I was eager to test fire 
a new Rossi Wizard Youth .243 (single-shot break-open) rifle 
that Junior Shooters magazine had received, but after just a 
few minutes at the bench shooting the FNH SCAR .223, I did 
not want to sit at the line any longer because I thought it was 
unsafe.

The lead instructor explained that last year she killed two elk 

fear  on the range!
with one 7mm-08 bullet after admitting she had the scoped 
power so high that it narrowed the field of view such that she 
could not see the second elk before it walked into the same 
plane as the first. That sounds understandable, and I can 
appreciate explaining this story for a teaching point. What 
I did not respect was her follow-up. She explained that she 
was hunting in her hometown wilderness and that everyone 
poaches so she didn’t have to report the incident and that she 
could have gotten away with it because she would have been 
“protected.”   Her job is to enforce the hunting laws, and she 
considered not reporting the incident, but finally reported it. 
That is a good thing, but it is worrisome that it took her so 
much thought before making the morally right decision. She 
made it seem that it was not too unethical.

One instructor praised a student for hitting the target at 25 
yards and explained that if you hit the pie plate you are good 
to go hunting. I really don’t think she meant that marginal 
accuracy at 25 yards was good enough for her to go hunting, 
but I think that is the message the student heard.

The instructors kept asking me to shoot adult rifles in large 
calibers. My mom explained that I only weigh 80 pounds and 
am new to firearms and not interested in shooting bigger 
calibers yet. I don’t know my calibers perfectly, but I know I 
do not fit an adult rifle and that a 30-06 is not going to be fun 
to shoot. And I was not going near the 300 Magnum! After 
we left the range, my mom told me she was not going to let 
me walk up to the line with uneducated and armed students 
walking around behind the line.

One of the ladies wanted to get a group picture, and another 
lady explained we should hold rifles. My mom whispered, 
“Oh, no, not the guns.”  Two ladies grabbed guns, which I am 
pretty sure were loaded, in order to pose for the photo-op.  
One lady muzzled one of the instructors dead-on at 15 feet 
away.  

At the very end of the rifle station, the lead instructor 
wanted to display her combat skills and ran out onto the 
range rapidly firing her AR-15 switching from right-handed 
to left-handed. Never mind that other shooters next to us 
were still firing. This really upset me. Then when I realized 
the other students were impressed by this, I was even more 
upset. These poor students had no idea how dangerous this 
was. We grabbed our guns and headed for the car.

What I learned:
Firearms need to be treated with respect. You must know 

and follow the rules of hunter safety to be a safe hunter. 
Even adults wearing official uniforms and employed to teach 
hunter safety may not handle firearms safely. You must know 
the rules and recognize when people are not being safe and 
have the courage to leave. It really scares me that the students 
left the rifle station believing the instructor’s conduct was 
appropriate.

We politely excused ourselves and left the clinic early in the 
morning. I was so shaken up from all the safety violations, I 
felt washed out the rest of the day. 

Next time, I will leave sooner.  (See editorial.)

1. Keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction. 
2. Treat every firearm as if it were loaded. 
3. Be sure of your target and what is beyond it. 
4. Keep your finger off the trigger. 
5. Check the barrel for obstructions. 
6. Keep the action open. 
7. Only point the muzzle at something you intend to shoot.
8. Unload before jumping, running, or climbing. 
9. Always store firearms separately and securely. 
10. Never consume alcohol.

Ten Commandments
of Hunting Safety
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Generations of little boys have grown up captivated by 
cowboys, guns, and horses. They always seemed to be 
running through the house on stick horses shooting guns 
at imaginary bad guys.  They watched hours of “Hop Along 
Cassidy,” “Rawhide,” “The Cowboys,” and “Tombstone.”  
All the while they were dreaming of one day being a real-

    a cOWBOY mOUNTED sHOOTER’s sTORY

By: Amanda DiLenge

Quinton DiLenge aka“Doc Holiday”  

life gunslinger.  Who can blame them for wanting to 
tame the Wild West?  

For Quinton DiLenge, also known as “Doc Holiday,” 
those dreams have become a reality through cowboy 
mounted shooting.  Riding his horse “Gator,” he is 
taking the competition by storm.  With an unwavering 
determination, he sets his mind on the course, and 
nothing distracts him from what he has to do.  At just 
10 years old, he rides at top speed while maneuvering 
his horse through a series of courses.  These courses 
have challenged even the best shooter and have caused 
countless riders to make mistakes.

Quinton is still too young to carry a gun while in the 
saddle, but that doesn’t mean he can’t shoot.  He is a 
balloon’s worst nightmare when you hand him a Colt .45 
loaded with blanks.  Shooting in the Wrangler division, 
he will shoot as many as a dozen balloons in a day.  
These balloons might be spinning on a wheel, racing 
by on a rope, or placed on stakes at various heights. 
These balloons are easily whipped from side to side in 
even the slightest breeze, and it is always hard to hit a 
moving target.  He makes it look easy as he takes aim and 
squeezes the trigger; he rarely misses. 

The competition in this sport is tough.  These kids are the 
future of cowboy shooting, and they take that seriously.  
Each generation must ride faster, shoot straighter, and 
work harder to be better than those ahead of them.  As 
they get older, they move up to compete against riders 
who have been dominating these events for years.  They 
learn what it takes to be number one by watching the 
best shooters this sport has to offer. Ask any one of these 
kids who the best is and they will give you the same 
answer: “ Me, of course.”  That’s not to say there isn’t 
someone older that they all long to beat someday, but 
these kids exude confidence and self-esteem.   

 For Quinton, riding in these events adds to 
the amazing person he already is. School is always his 
main focus because he knows an education is priceless.  
As an honor roll student, an accelerated reader, an 
outstanding actor, a top athlete, and a downright polite 
young gentleman, he is well-rounded and set for a big 
future. Cowboy shooting has built up his self-confidence 
through competition; it has taught him to overcome 
defeat and feel the pride of winning.  He has learned 
to always do his best, and he has gained the ability to 
be comfortable in front of an audience.  These skills will 
carry him through his life easing the challenges he faces 
in school and at future jobs.  The future is filled with 
endless possibilities for this young shooter. 

With the summer season looking to be a busy one, 
“Doc Holiday” has already set his goals high.  With his 
boots, chaps, guns, and his best friend “Gator” loaded 
in the trailer, he sets off for his next competition.  The 
anxiety and excitement that he feels are a welcomed set 
of emotions because he knows that with those emotions 
come the adrenaline that propels him to go out there 
and win it all.  

    Growing Up in the Old West



    Growing Up in the Old West
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NSSF’s Golden Anniversary 
Photo Contest

Be one of 10 winners each month through December
By: Bill Brassard, NSSF Director, Communications
In celebration of its 50th 

Anniversary, the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
invites all gun owners, hunters 
and target shooters to participate 
in its Golden Anniversary Photo 
Contest. Cool monthly prizes, 
including a $50 gift card and 
NSSF’s official anniversary history 
publication, are part of this fun, 
interactive contest.

Each month since May NSSF has 
announced a theme connected 
with its 50-year history and has 
invited people to post photographs related to that theme. To 
post a photo, look for the Contests tab on NSSF’s Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/nssfcomm. Photos may be posted 
during the first three weeks of each month, with the last week 
devoted to voting for the winners. At the end of the month, 
the 10 photos with the most votes will be declared winners, 
and individuals who posted the photos will receive NSSF’s 
50th Anniversary history publication and 50th Anniversary 
commemorative coin. The top vote-getter each month will 
receive a $50 gift card from a major outdoor retailer. To post a 
photo, an individual must first “Like” the NSSF Facebook page, 
which currently has more than 6,000 fans.

Individuals may post as many photos as they like each 
month. People who post photographs can vote for their own 
photos and may want to encourage others to vote for their 
photos by using social media tools, whether it’s contacting 
their friends on Facebook or through postings on Twitter, 
LinkedIn and other social networking sites.

NSSF can think of no better way to celebrate its golden 
anniversary than to provide this opportunity for hunters, 

target shooters and gun owners 
to tell their stories by sharing 
their favorite photos. The photos 
will demonstrate the many ways 
people enjoy and safely participate 
in the shooting sports, creating 
memories worth more than gold. 
Thanks to social media, each 
individual’s photo joins others to 
become a powerful testament to 
our outdoor heritage.

The contest kicked off with this 
May theme: “Formed in 1961, 
NSSF soon began promoting 
hunter ethics, firearm safety and 
good sportsmanship. Each spring 

A father hunting with his daughter, top, and one friend 
mentoring another, above, are creating memories and 
photos, the latter of which can be posted for possible 

prizes at NSSF’s Facebook page.

season millions of hunters conduct themselves responsibly 
and safely during their hunts. Post a photo of your spring 
hunt, whether turkey, game birds or small game.”

Other monthly themes, all associated with NSSF’s 50-year 
history, include target shooting, youth participation, family 
and friends, hunter orange, wildlife conservation, AR-style 
modern sporting rifles and handguns.

Look for the Contests tab at www.facebook.com/
NSSFcomm, where entry guidelines can be found. During 
the approximately week-long voting period each month, 
individuals may vote a maximum of once per day.

NSSF hopes you will post and vote often!

Editor’s Note: The National Shooting Sports Foundation is 
the trade association for the firearms industry. Its mission is 
to promote, protect and preserve hunting and the shooting 
sports. Formed in 1961, NSSF has a membership of more than 
6,000 manufacturers, distributors, firearms retailers, shooting 
ranges, sportsmen’s organizations and publishers. For more 
information, log on to www.nssf.org.NSSF is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary in 2011. Learn about the Foundation’s 
history at www.nssf.org/50.

Enter to Win!



NSSF’s Golden Anniversary 
Photo Contest

THE QUEENS IN THE PRODUCTION 
          OF SMALL GAUGE SHOTGUNS

FAUSTI ®

FAUSTI USA, inc.
3509 Shannon Park Dr. Fredericksburg, VA 22408   ph 540.371.3287  

www.faustiusa.com 

FRAMES PERFECTLY 
SCALED TO THE CALIBER

DEA SL Dedicated to the Woodcock
LIMITED EDITION

CUSTOM HAND 
  ENGRAVING

Giovanna Fausti

www.faustiusa.com
Download the new catalogue FAUSTI boutique

SCI  DALLAS  booth C 214/16    -      SCI  LAS VEGAS  booth 1067
SHOT SHOW   booth 16554 



22 www.juniorshooters.net

By: Sara Brandenburg (16)
It all started when my now ex-boyfriend got in the 

way of my hunting prowess. Needless to say, I put my 
hunting before boys, and James was gone, sooner than 
he anticipated.   

Although I was 15 years old at the time, I was, and 
still am, insanely close with my parents, and both of 
them are involved in my hunting activities. My father 
always accompanies me, while my mother manages the 
businesses and does a phenomenal job at scrapbooking. 
She creates photo albums and videos.  

My dad and I were driving down towards the edge 
of Colorado in my dad’s beat-up, old ‘84 Toyota. Many 
men are proud of their new souped-up vehicles, while 
my dad is proud of his rust and the 470,000 miles on the 
truck. Its top speed is only 55 miles per hour. Needless 
to say, we counted every semi that passed us on the 
highway. After a five-hour drive, which should have 
been three hours, we arrived at our destination.

We quickly changed out of our blue jeans and into 
our camouflage and started looking for the beloved 
whitetail deer. As soon as we feasted our eyes on wheat 
fields, rivers, and groves of trees, we spotted a herd 
and quickly evaluated the bucks. There weren’t any 
shooters, but it was a good sign to see that many bucks. 

As we were walking by a grove of trees in the 4-foot 
tall grass, we spotted shiny ivory antlers. From the look 
of it, it was a nice wide and tall whitetail. As soon as we 
quit gasping, my soon-to-be buck disappeared amidst 
the grass and trees. We kept an eye on that area but did 
not see him again.

My First Deer
We continued to keep our spirits high and kept looking 

for other deer. To our dismay, we did not see any more 
monster whitetails, and I knew our only option was to go 
for the buck we saw earlier. 

Being the middle of December, it was cold, but like all 
hunters do, we make sacrifices. In preparation for sitting 
across the field for countless hours until the buck came 
out, we strapped on each and every layer of camouflage 
we owned. There we were, two Brandenburg puffballs 
walking through the unknown wheat field. We came a 
short 100 yards away from the last area we saw my buck 
and sat still and silent, waiting for him to come out for a 
bite to eat. 
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While the time passed, another whitetail became 
very curious and almost blew our cover when he flew 
out of there just 10 yards away.

As the sun started to set behind the rolling hills, I 
became restless. I began to get worried and impatient. 
Seeing that I had a math final the next day and I had 
not even opened my algebra book, time was precious, 
and my grades were in jeopardy. Disappointment soon 
washed over my once high spirits, and right as I was 
about to spit out the words, “Dad, let’s go back,” the 
whitetail buck barreled out of the grass and trees, giving 
me a perfect broadside target. I quickly positioned my 
.260 Remington Kimber on my rest and became rock 
steady. I placed my crosshairs of my Leupold scope 
right behind the left shoulder and gently squeezed the 
trigger. “Boom,” one shot, and I had taken my first deer. 
After the smoke cleared, then came time to celebrate. 
I first thanked God for having his hand over the entire 
situation, and then I hugged my dad and saw the pride 
in his eyes. He was so proud of me. And to this day, 
he says, “I would rather see my daughters harvest an 
animal than I shoot it for the glory.” My dad is one 
of the most humble men I know, and because of this 
I would only be honored to call him my hero. When I 
grow up, I hope to become a fraction of how great of a 
person my dad is. 
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SCTP

The Scholastic Clay Target Program (SCTP) announced 
the final results of the 2011 American Style National Team 
Championships held July 12th through 14th at the World 
Shooting & Recreational Complex located in Sparta, Illinois. 
The full team and individual results are available for viewing 
on the website: www.shooterspost.com. 

Final participation numbers for this year’s event were:
• 130 Teams competed
• 1,569 Individual Participants - 6% increase over last year
• 2,220 Total Entries - 16% increase over last year
• 1,152 Trap Participants 
• 455 Skeet Participants - 22% increase over last year
• 463 Sporting Clay Participants - 21% increase over last year
• 1388 Male Competitors
• 181 Female Competitors 
Special events throughout the week included a reception for 

College Scholarship Recipients and SCTP Industry Sponsors, the 
crowd-pleasing World’s Largest “Last Competitor Standing” 
Competition sponsored by Remington and Shamrock 
Leather, as well as a special Winchester-sponsored shooting 
demonstration by USA Shooting Team Members Mark Weeks 

By: Joe Wieczorek
and Josh Richmond. On Friday evening, 
under the lights, the White Flyer-Fiocchi “Make a Break” 
Shoot-out took place between the top eight male qualifiers 
and top eight female qualifiers.

One week later, July 23rd through 28th, the SCTP Olympic 
Style Team Nationals, which include the Olympic-style events 
of Bunker Trap and International Skeet, were held at the 
Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colorado. The 
full team and individual results are available for viewing on 
www.shooterspost.com.

Approximately 300 SCTP athletes participated:
With 7,688 athletes from 44 different states competing in its 

program this year, SCTP is the largest national youth shotgun 
program shooting all five of the major disciplines.

The Scholastic Shooting Sports Foundation exists to raise 
funding and other resources for youth development programs 
in the shooting sports industry.

SCTP is a youth development program where adult coaches 
and volunteers model sportsmanship, responsibility, honesty, 
ethics, integrity, and teamwork using shooting sports 
programs to teach these and other positive life skills to SCTP 
athletes.

20
11

American & Olympic Style Team Championships

Nationals

Sparta, Illinois

(1)

(2)

(3)
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American & Olympic Style Team Championships

Nationals

To learn more about SCTP, call (586) 737-0805 or visit their 
website at www.shootsctp.org.

Photo Credit: All Sparta Photos are Courtesy of SCTP. 
All Colorado Springs Photos are Courtesy of Tony Nelson.

Colorado Springs - USA Shooting Complex
Captions:

(Circle) Station 1 – Sporting Clays at the American Style 
SCTP National Team Championships in Sparta, IL. 
(1) Day 3 on the trap field at the SCTP National Team 
Championships in Sparta, IL.
(2) Day 3 - Shooting skeet at the World Shooting & 
Recreation Complex in Sparta, IL.
(3) The Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, CO.
(4) USA Shotgun National Junior Team Members Morgan 
Craft and Riley Moody showing some of the female SCTP 
athletes how it’s done.
(5) Getting some pointers from USA Shotgun National 
Junior Team Member Morgan Craft.
(6) SCTP athletes at the Olympic Training Center.

(4)

(3)
(5)

(6)
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The Scholastic Clay Target Program (SCTP) in Oregon 
continues to grow and develop.  This year’s Oregon SCTP State 
Sporting Clays Championship at the Siuslaw Rod and Gun Club 
in Florence held June 4th had over 40 athletes competing 
in their respective divisions and squads.  This included the 
newest Oregon team, the Central Oregon Sporting Clays Top 
Guns, coached by Spencer Tabor and ‘Hap’ Blackmer.  This 
newly-formed SCTP team was competing for the first time in 
this year’s championship.  

 SCTP is a team-based, clay-target program that 
teaches safe handling of firearms and helps develop positive 
life skills for athletes from elementary through high school.  In 
sporting clays, the athletes represent their team by competing 
in squads of three.  The squads are placed in divisions (rookie, 
intermediate, and varsity) based on level of experience and 
current school grade level.

 With a high temperature of 72o, clear blue skies, 
and very little wind, the athletes took to the field with 
enthusiasm, eager to see what challenges our hosts, Jerry 
and Diane Harpole of Siuslaw Sporting Clays, had set for this 
year’s 100-target race.  Several of this year’s participants were 
competing in sporting clays for the very first time.  These 
rookie athletes were a credit to themselves, their coaches, 
and their teams by keeping their spirits up and having fun 
while competing.  The other athletes stepped up to the 
challenge as well by “fearing no target,” but several were 
stumped by a loopy chandelle and of course, the “wrascally 

By: Dennis Diaz, MD
Photos by: Dennis Diaz and Ann Ogg

Sporting Clays
Championship

Oregon SCTP

Rick Lengele hitting his clays.

State
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wabbit.”  Even these tricky presentations and “the heat of the 
day,” at least for Oregonians, couldn’t put a damper on an 
otherwise fabulous day.  “Once again, our hosts have put on 
a great event,” said Pete Coles, one of the many volunteer 
parents who helped act as scorekeepers and referees.  

 First place SCTP medals were earned by Rick Lengele, 
Logan McGann, David Leavitt (Emerald Empire Eagles Varsity 
squad); AJ Untermeyer, Bailey O’Grady, Brad Carroll (Central 
Oregon Sporting Clays Top Guns Junior Varsity squad); Josiah 
Ogg, Michael Morse, Wyatt Prater (Emerald Empire Eagles 
Intermediate Squad);  and Dalton Wilde, Heidi Ogg, Ethan 
Greenacre (Emerald Empire Eagles Rookie Squad).

 Individual awards and prizes were also offered at this 
year’s event.  Men’s and Ladies’ High Over All honors were 
won by Rick Lengele and Bethany Ogg, respectively.  Each 
of these remarkable athletes won an entry certificate ($185 
value) for the two-day main Sporting Clays event at this year’s 
Oregon National Sporting Clays State Championship at Cottage 
Grove Eugene Sportsman’s Club in Creswell, Oregon.  First, 
second, and third place individual honors were won by Jordan 
Schneidecker (Eddyville Eagles), Bailey O’Grady (COSC Top 
Guns) and Josiah Ogg (Emerald Empire Eagles), respectively.  
The prizes and awards, as well as gift bags for each athlete, 
were generously donated by Emerald Empire Gun Club, 
Cottage Grove Eugene Sportsman’s Club, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry 
Snider, Dave Bleha, Oregon Hunter’s Association—Florence 
Chapter, Jerry and Diane Harpole.  White Flyer donated 30 
boxes of clay targets.  “Getting and raising funds is always a 
challenge for youth shotgun sports.  Having wonderful groups, 
sponsors, and individuals like these help to make events like 
this memorable, as well as keep the costs of putting on youth 
shooting events reasonable,” said Dennis Diaz, the Oregon 
SCTP state advisor for sporting clays.  “Many thanks to these 
folks for their support.  All of these young athletes appreciate 
their generosity.”

 For the first time, a high school varsity sports letter 
was presented at this year’s Oregon Sporting Clays State 
Championship.  Rick Lengele was presented with his varsity 
athletic achievement letter in shooting sports from Churchill 
High School, Eugene, Oregon, by Dennis Diaz, SCTP state 
advisor.  Rick has been involved in Scholastic Clay Target 
Program, YHEC, and National Sporting Clays Association 
registered events for several years where he has honored the 
game, demonstrated good sportsmanship, and has been a 
responsible team member.  Being recognized in high school 
for athletics is an honor, and to be recognized for exceptional 

achievement in shooting sports in Eugene, Oregon’s 4J school 
system is a remarkable distinction.

 This year’s Inspirational award was won by Anna 
Clifford, a young lady who only began shooting shotgun about 
four months ago.  This was her first time participating in 
sporting clays, let alone an SCTP sporting clays championship.  
She showed great sportsmanship, continued to have fun, and 
smiled throughout the race.  “She is a credit to her squad, 
coach, and team,” said Jay Waldron, SCTP state advisor for 
trap and international trap.  “I look forward to seeing her 
improve through the years in SCTP.”

 Finally, special thanks go to the head coaches, assistant 
coaches, and parent volunteers who provide, promote, and 
perpetuate opportunities for these young athletes.  Their 
assistance and willingness to step up and help creates an 
environment that is safe and fun, as well as helps develop 
proficiency in a sport that can be enjoyed with family and 
friends for a lifetime.    

Thanks to Emerald Empire Gun Club, Cottage Grove Eugene 
Sportsman’s Club and Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Snider, and Oregon 
Hunter’s Association—Florence Chapter for donating prizes 
for this year’s individual awards.  Thanks also to White Flyer 
for supplying targets.     Special thanks to Jerry and Diane 
Harpole and Dave Bleha for the gift bags.

Sporting Clays
Championship

Oregon SCTP

Top: Bethany Ogg showing good form as she gets her bird. 
Above: Varsity first place champs. 
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I began shooting with my family at a very early age. We 
have 80 acres of property in Northern Wisconsin where we 
would go to hunt and shoot rifles, handguns, and shotguns 
together. Shooting and the outdoors have always been a big 
part of my life. At age 10, I attended my first Hunter’s Safety 
Program with my mom, brother, and grandma. When I turned 
14, I joined my high school trap team. My brother was the 
team captain at the time and really encouraged me to sign up. 
My parents were very supportive as well. They encouraged 
me to give it a try and told me that if I didn’t like it, I would 
never have to do it again. Instantly, I fell in love with it. 

When I joined my high school team I also became a member 
of the Scholastic Clay Target Program (SCTP). SCTP has meant 
so much to me over the past four years of my life that it’s almost 
difficult to put it into words. It’s taught me so much more than 
just how to shoot a gun and the responsibilities that come 
with it. It’s taught me valuable life lessons like sportsmanship, 
patience, leadership, integrity, and the importance of being a 
part of a team. Shooting has been such a big influence in my 
life that I’ve decided to share it with others. I enjoy teaching 
younger kids how to shoot so they can experience some of 
the same things I have growing up. I’ve learned that shooting 
at a competitive level requires a lot of mental and physical 
control. It is very challenging, and you have to work at it every 
day, but it’s also a lot of fun and it’s very rewarding. 

This past July, I won the National Woman’s Last Competitor 
Standing Competition at the SCTP Team Nationals in Sparta, 
Illinois. It was one of the best days of my life. Thanks to the 
support and encouragement of my friends and family and 
all the people I’ve met through SCTP, I’ve decided to start a 

What SCTP Means to Me?
By: Morgan Dulaney (18)

shooting team this fall at the University of Wisconsin 
Oshkosh, and I look forward to coming back next year 
and competing at the SCTP Team Nationals in the 
Collegiate Division.  

“I attended my first Hunter’s Safety Program 
with my mom...”  
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By: Amy Carducci
Photos courtesy SCTP

Morgan Dulaney is a young woman with her sights set on 
gold. You may not be familiar with her name yet, but she is 
a rising star in the shotgun sport of trap. She is the current 
National Last Competitor Standing Champion. She captured 
the title at the Scholastic Clay Target Program (SCTP) National 
Team Championships in July. With one national title under 
her belt, she looks to the future and has a plan for success 
and a desire to win. 

Trap requires accuracy and precision. With split-second 
timing, Morgan shatters the 4 -½ inch, bright orange discs or 
clay targets as they hurl through the air with her Remington 
shotgun. In high school Morgan competed in the Scholastic 
Shooting Sports Foundation’s Scholastic Clay Target Program. 

Morgan Dulaney 

SCTP has taught this young shooter safety first along with 
teamwork and sportsmanship. The SCTP is more than a venue 
for competition but a proven program to instill responsibility, 
leadership, and commitment from the participants. After 
speaking with Morgan for just a few minutes, these qualities 
shine through, and you understand she is a force to be 
reckoned with and a young woman with a plan. 

Morgan has been shooting her entire life. In fact, her 
favorite gun is a .22 rifle that she remembers shooting 
with her family when she was a child. Her brother Cullen 
introduced Morgan to the SCTP program at her high school. 
Cullen was team captain so she naturally joined the team.  
SCTP helped her grow as a young shooter. “It taught me 
patience and teamwork. The program relayed the message 
that I am responsible not only for myself but to be aware of 
everything that is going on around you. I gained the ability to 
shoot with anyone and still display the fun and competitive 
side of trap shooting.” 

“I like the fact that in my sport it isn’t just guys versus guys 
and girls versus girls. It is simply the best shooters. I like that 
even though we are shooting against one another, everyone 
roots for everyone else. Recently at the Nationals in Sparta, 
Illinois, I shot with a group of guys from West Virginia. I had 
just as much support and teamwork as I would have had with 
my own team, and that is hard to find in any other sport.” 

Recently in Ogden, Utah, I had the opportunity to see 
Morgan’s marksmanship skills in person. Watching her shoot 
is quite impressive, and I inquired about the essential skills 
needed to compete. She feels the two most important skills 
are patience and listening. “I like the fact that 5 percent of my 
sport is physical and 95 percent mental. This makes it so much 
more challenging,” explains Morgan. She works hard for her 
skills and understands she is in control of her future. “I may 
not be the best, but I won’t know unless I put my whole heart 
into it. When I do, if my skills are not there, I will work harder 
to learn more. There is nothing I can’t do with a little time, 
effort, and patience.” 

Her winning attitude isn’t the only lesson learned from 
competition shooting. SCTP has allowed Morgan to know 
when to just “listen and then shoot,” as well as the age-
old adage of “practice makes perfect.” Morgan states, “The 
people that don’t do well in my sport are the people that 
strongly believe that they already know everything. How do 
you teach someone who thinks they have it all figured out but 
can’t hit higher than a 21? The answer is you can’t. Another 
point is that you are not going to be amazing right away. I can 
honestly say that I have been shooting all my life, and I still 
can’t hit every single clay. I got stuck at the number 11, then 
17 and 22, but I finally hit 25 and it makes it all worth it.” 

Hitting that magic number of 25 in trap shooting is quite an 
accomplishment. In trap shooting there are five “stations” 16 
yards behind the trap house. Each competitor shoots at five 
targets from each station. In turn, each signals for a target 
and attempts to break it. When five targets are thrown for 
each competitor, they change positions moving one post to 
the right. This continues until each has attempted to break 
25 targets. The shooter has only one shot to attempt to break 
the clay target. 

The perfect score is one of Morgan’s favorite 
accomplishments, and she states “. . . without a doubt, the 
best day not only in shooting but in life. I just came from a 

Rising Star Sets Her Sights On Gold
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Morgan Dulaney 

Rising Star Sets Her Sights On Gold
soccer game and still had on all my soccer gear. I was shooting 
at a conference shoot in Union Grove. I didn’t realize how well 
I was doing I was finished with the fourth station and I hadn’t 
missed yet. When I got to the fifth station, I was nervous and 
my heart was pounding. I was scared I would miss. When I 
hit the last clay, I turned around and ran to my dad and gave 
him a big hug.” With a proud father beaming and high-fives 
from her coaches, she achieved a moment of perfection just 
minutes after losing her soccer game. Competition shooting 
has allowed Morgan to master determination even after a 
defeat. 

Shooting skills aside, this young woman has strong leadership 
skills and initiative. As she leaves for college this fall to focus 
on a major in nursing, she has plans to develop a shooting 
program at her university. The University of Wisconsin – 
Oshkosh does not currently have a collegiate trap program. 
Morgan did not hesitate to take on the task of establishing 
a program to ensure the longevity of her sport. This further 
illustrates the character traits instilled in her by the SCTP and 
competition shooting.  Morgan explains: “SCTP has taught me 
to set my goals high. By aiming my goals high, my confidence 
is high and my hopes are high; this helps me have a positive 
winning attitude.” Establishing the shooting program is a big 
commitment that takes courage and confidence. With the 
Collegiate Shooting Sport Initiative (CSSI) on her side along 
with the SCTP, her possibilities are endless.  The CSSI is a 
program backed by the National Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF) that helps any college student interested in the 
shooting sports to have the opportunity to establish a club 
to enjoy shooting in a safe, stimulating environment. With 
advice from top shooter Jon Michael McGrath II, Morgan will 
learn to balance trap shooting and college, as well as taking 
the next step in competition. Morgan said, “I don’t know all 
the facts yet, but I plan on working hard and trying to kick 
some butt in future competitions. My goal for school is to 
graduate within the top 20 percentile of my class. ” As for 
establishing the club, Morgan has offers of help and is moving 
forward with her “road map” from CSSI .

To be successful in life a person needs good, solid role models, 
and Morgan’s choices are no surprise. Following in the paths 
of super stars such as Jon Michael McGrath II and Kim Rhode 
ensures that Morgan is on the right track for success. Morgan 
feels gold and multi-medal winning Olympian Kim Rhode “. . 
. is a great person to aspire to be like. She is as good as she is 
because Kim puts in the work. She is the first to get there and 
the last to leave. Kim is always focused and always confident 
without being cocky. I look up to Jon Michael McGrath II even 
though he is only one year older than me. As his dad puts it, 
Jon’s favorite color is gold and that is something to learn. I am 
not the kind of person that settles for less. I look up to Jon 
because he sees a goal and goes for it. That is something all 
people, not just shooters, should aspire to do!” 

With a passion for life and big goals set on the horizon, 
Morgan Dulaney is much more than a competitive shotgun 
shooter. Competition shooting has taught her skills of 
leadership, commitment, responsibility, and teamwork, 
among others. These traits are as valuable as, or possibly even 
more valuable, than the gold she strives to win. The young 
shooters of today are tomorrow’s leaders and role models. 
Morgan Dulaney’s star is just rising, and with her foresight 
and brave attitude we should watch for fireworks.






